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Utah Air and Army Guard Host Annual ‘Trunk or Treat’
By Master Sgt. Burke Baker

	
Photo by Lt. Col. Hank McIntire
'Rosie the Riveter' and 'Batwoman' offer candy to a young 
costumed guest at the UTNG Kids Trunk or Treat Oct. 25.


DRAPER, Utah -- The Utah National Guard Family Programs Office held its annual "Trunk-or-Treat" Halloween party at the Utah National Guard Headquarters here on October 25. It was the fifth time for the yearly event and organizers estimate that it drew an audience of nearly 1,000 for three-hour bash. 

"Every year it has gotten bigger and bigger, and this year was the culmination of a lot of hard work," said Kelly Barnes, State Youth Coordinator for the Utah National Guard. "Every year we do this before Halloween, and I have parents email me saying that their kids enjoyed [the Truck-or-Treat event] more than Halloween itself." 

Volunteers and staff hosted the event that highlighted several car trunks decorated for Halloween, as well as passed out candy to Guardsmen's children dressed in costumes. The purpose of the event was to bring Utah Army and Air Guardsmen's families together in a fun and safe environment to share a night of "trick-or-treating" together.
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Not always easy to tell 'witch' is 'witch' at the UTNG Kids 
Trunk or Treat at the Utah National Guard headquarters in Draper.


Several of the Utah Air National Guard's enlisted organizations sponsored trunks for the occasion.
 
"As junior enlisted members of the Utah ANG, we decided that it would be a worthwhile thing for us to come out and support the community and the families of both the Army and Air National Guard." said Tech. Sgt. Ali Chamberlain, a recruiter for the 151st Air Refueling Wing. 

In addition to the trunk-or-treating, the festivities included several bounce houses, other inflatables, a climbing wall, clowns and free hot dogs and soda. 

 
"I think it is a safe and secure environment for the kids. My kids are having a blast, they love the candy," said Tech. Sgt. Anthony Valdez of the 151st Communications Flight. "This is what it is all about, kids and costumes." 
	[image: image2.jpg]



Photo by Lt. Col. Hank McIntire
A young trunk-or-treater shows how he really feels about 
too much mustard on his hotdog during a break at the event.
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"Princess" Jeff watches his daughter ascend the climbing 
wall at the UTNG Kids Trunk or Treat Oct.25 in Draper.
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