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The Great Horned Owl is a highly adaptable bird found in 
many ecosystem types throughout North and South Amer-
ica.  It is remarkably tolerant of human activities, including 
military training.  ERM staff have monitored nests within 
the Impact Area at Camp Williams for years.  Recently, an 
owl has been observed in a nest box within the Airborne 
Training Facility, a facility regularly occupied by military 
and non-military users.  The nest box was originally con-
structed to lure ravens from nesting on the towers. 
 
Great Horned Owl populations are extremely tolerant of 
different habitats and habitat change, as long as there is 
nesting habitat.  Populations rarely need significant man-
agement. 
 
This is the largest of the several owls recorded on Camp 
Williams and is easily recognizable by the ear tufts.  Adults 
average about 22 inches, with up to a 48 inch wing span.  
Its eyes are yellow and do not turn within its sockets, but 
the owl can rotate its head up to 180o to look around.  Long-
eared owls (Asio otus) are smaller (15 inches) and narrower, 
but also have ear tufts.  Barn owls (Tyto alba) are smaller, 
lighter and do not have ear tufts. 
 
The prey base for great horned owls is vast, ranging from 
insects, fish, and small rodents to rabbits and large birds.  
Because they cannot smell, they are the only predator of 
skunks.  Also, they have been known to prey upon and may 
represent a localized problem to some endangered species, 
such as peregrine falcons (Falco peregrinus).  Great horned 
owls primarily hunt from perches at night, but may be seen 
hunting during the day at times. 
 
Great horned owls nest from February into April.  Chicks 
fledge by April.  Owls nesting away from daily human ac-
tivities may be less accepting of disturbance.   
 
Much of this information and more can be found at: 
http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/BNA 
 
Houston, C.S., D.G. Smith, and C. Rohner.  1998.  Great 
Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus).  In The Birds of North 
America, No. 372 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.).  The Birds of 
North America, Inc. Philidelphi, PA. 

Great horned owl in Gambel oak (Quercus gam-
bellii). 

Great horned owls are remarkably tolerant of hu-
man activity, as shown by this one nesting at the 
Airborne Training Facility. 
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