4 November, 1999


RANGE NCO DUTIES
The following are the duties of the range NCO's (can also be referred to as: Range safety NCO's, Block NCO’s, Line NCO's and firing line NCO's).

a.
Signal to range tower whether the range section for your duty area is ready.  


1.
Day firing.  The range NCO will signal by the use of a paddle: RED PADDLE FOR NOT READY & WHITE FOR READY.

2.
Night Firing.  The range NCO will show by the use of a green chem light to the tower that the line is READY, a red light will indicate to the tower that the line is NOT READY.  After the firing has commenced all lights will be extinguished.  AN EMERGENCY CEASE-FIRE IS INDICATED BY THE USE OF A RED CHEM LIGHT OR A FLASH LIGHT that is pointed at the tower.
b.
It is the range NCO's duty to see that the soldiers in his or her duty section is ready before indicating firing line being ready. 

c.
It is the range NCO's duty to make sure that the shooters and the coaches are in place and the shooters has the ammunition required for the course of fire coming up.

d.
IT IS THE RESPONSIBLY OF THE RANGE NCO THAT WEAPONS ARE HANDLED SAFELY AT ALL TIMES.  That no one handles his or her weapon unless the command has been given.

e.
It is the duty of the range safety NCO's to see that down range is clear of personnel and large animals, and to inform the tower of such activities when the range tower gives a command, which allows the soldiers to handle weapons.

f.
The range NCO will only allow the soldiers to point the muzzle of his or her weapon up and down range until the weapons have been checked by: Removing the magazine, clearing the chamber, locking the bolt to the rear, and passing a rod through the barrel. 

g.
The range NCO will not allow any soldier on the firing line without proper hearing protection and he will not allow the firing to commence without it being worn properly. 

h.
The range NCO will make sure the weapons are grounded as soldier move on to the firing line and the proper command is given to handle the weapons. 

i.
The range NCO will make sure that all commands from the range tower are followed and he should at all times be able to repeat them to the soldiers on the firing line. 

j.
The range NCO's should be very familiar with the RANGE SAFETY BRIEFING or the one found in FM 23-9 page D-1 & D-2.

k.
The range NCO's will be on the firing line ahead of the soldiers who are going to fire.  His duty is to assist the soldier with a smooth and safe experience on the firing range.     

l.
It is the responsibility of the occupying units OIC/NCOIC to make sure all weapons are reasonably clean and well lubricated for safe firing.  A malfunctioning weapon can cause a soldier to become nervous and possibly engage in unsafe weapons handling during the firing exercise. 



