AGCW Range Safety Officer (RSO) Duties and Responsibilities

(1)  The RSO receives the range safety briefing from the installation range control organization on use of the ranges and training areas.

(2) Ensures before granting clearance to fire—

(a)  Weapons and personnel are properly positioned.

(b)  Authorized ammunition and explosives, to include proper charge, fuze, and fuze settings are used.

(c)  Firing settings and weapons systems are within prescribed safety limits.

(d)  SDZ is clear of all unauthorized personnel.

(e)  Proper hearing protection is worn by personnel within noise hazard areas.

(f)  Proper eye protection is worn by personnel within eye hazard areas.

(g)  Permission is received from range control to commence live-fire operations.

(3)  Prior to commencing live-fire operations, conducts final coordination with the OIC. This coordination will include a summary of checks, inspections, and actions that the RSO has completed, verification that required communications has been established, and that a “hot status” has been received from range control.

(4) Signal to range tower whether the range section for your duty area is ready.  


a. Day firing.  The RSO will signal by the use of a paddle: RED PADDLE FOR NOT READY & WHITE FOR READY.


b. Night Firing.  The RSO will show by the use of a green chem light to the tower that the line is READY, a red light will indicate to the tower that the line is NOT READY.  After the firing has commenced all lights will be extinguished.  AN EMERGENCY CEASE-FIRE IS INDICATED BY THE USE OF A RED CHEM LIGHT OR A FLASH LIGHT that is pointed at the tower.
(5) Orders immediate cease-fire or check fire when any unsafe condition occurs.

(6) Is physically present at the training site.

(7) Reports all accidents and ammunition malfunctions to the range OIC.

(8) Verifies, upon completion of firing or firing order, to the OIC that all weapons and weapons systems are clear and safe before allowing the removal of weapons from the firing area.

(9)  Conducts range safety briefings to include emergency procedures.

(10)  Posts range guards, range flags, barriers, and limit of fire markers and signals. 

(11)  Ensures range equipment is on the range prior to firing.

(12)  Establishes and maintains open communication with Range Control. 

(13)  Reports and marks any unexploded ordnance (UXO).

(14)  Is knowledgeable of the weapons systems in use.

(15)  Coordinates all fire and maneuver with Range Control.

(16)  Is responsible for overall safe conduct of firing and training.

(17)  Is physically present while the unit is firing.

(18)  Ensures all personnel wear a kevlar helmet and flak jacket while firing       fragmentation devices, demolition, or while working the pit on the (KD) range. 

(19)  Ensures eye and ear protection is worn while on all ranges.  

(20)  Draws, issues and accounts for all ammunition.

(21)  Secures all weapons or blasting devices prior to movement down range.

(22)  Prohibits personnel with weapons from moving to, or leaving from, the firing line without clearance.

(23)  Does not allow removal of weapons, ammunition, or dunnage from the firing line without proper clearance.

(24)  Calls “cease fires” for unsafe acts or conditions.

(25)  Prohibits the firing of ammunition at rates higher than the maximum rates of fire prescribed in the applicable TM’s.

(26)  Notifies Range Control when the range is “cold” (cease fire).

(27)  Reports type of rounds by DODIC, number fired and number of personnel trained to Range Control.

(28)  Ensures removal of materials and dunnage from the range.

(29)  Conducts a “NO-BRASS NO-AMMO” check to ensure no one is taking ammunition when leaving the range.

(30) Conducts “Police Call” on latrines, buildings, towers, etc., as well as firing areas.

(31) Supervises all Range Safeties on the range.

Range Safety Duties
(1) Ensures that the soldiers in his or her duty section is ready before indicating firing line being ready. 

(2) Ensures that the shooters and the coaches are in place and the shooters has the ammunition required for the course of fire coming up.

(3) ENSURE ALL WEAPONS ARE HANDLED SAFELY AT ALL TIMES.  No one handles his or her weapon unless the command has been given.

(4) Ensures that down range is clear of personnel and large animals, and to inform the tower of such activities when the range tower gives a command, which allows the soldiers to handle weapons.

(5) Only allows soldiers to point the muzzle of his or her weapon up and down range until the weapons have been checked by: Removing the magazine, clearing the chamber, locking the bolt to the rear, and passing a rod through the barrel. 

(6) Doesn’t allow any soldier on the firing line without proper hearing protection and he will not allow the firing to commence without it being worn properly. 

(7) Ensures all weapons are grounded as soldier move on to the firing line and the proper command is given to handle the weapons. 

(8) Ensures all commands from the range tower are followed and he should at all times be able to repeat them to the soldiers on the firing line. 

(9) Be very familiar with the RANGE SAFETY BRIEFING or the one found in FM 23-9 page D-1 & D-2.

(10) Be physically present on the firing line ahead of the soldiers who are going to fire.  
(11) Assist soldiers with a smooth and safe experience on the firing range.
