What is the policy for wear of the black beret?  What is the effective date?  Will everyone be issued a beret?  Can I buy the black beret?  Do we blouse our boots when wearing the beret with the class A or B uniform? 
The black beret will be issued to officer and enlisted soldiers who do not currently wear the maroon, green, or Ranger beret. Soldiers will receive two berets:  the first in April, and the second in October.  The first issue in April will give soldiers time to prepare for proper wear of the beret on 14 June 2001 through the conduct of NCOPD/OPD classes.  It also allows time for females to try various hairstyles to ensure their style allows proper wear.  Soldiers will be able to buy the beret in the Military Clothing Sales Stores in January 2002.  

The beret is worn so the headband is straight on the head, one inch above the eyebrows, with the flash over the left eye and the excess material draped over to the right, down to at least the top of the ear, but no lower than the middle ear joint.  Soldiers will cut off the excess adjusting ribbon, tie it in a non-slip knot, and tuck the excess into the edge binding at the back of the beret.  The beret is form fitting to the head when worn properly.  Soldiers may not pack hair into the beret.

Soldiers will wear the beret with the utility uniform in garrison and with the class A and B uniforms.  Soldiers will wear the patrol cap (formerly called the BDU cap) in the field when they are authorized to remove their Kevlar helmet.  Commanders may authorize the wear of the patrol cap on work details or in other situations when wear of the beret is impractical, such as in the motor pool where it could be easily soiled.  The only soldiers authorized to blouse boots with the class A and B uniforms are soldiers assigned to Ranger, Airborne, and Special Forces units.

Soldiers in an initial training status (IET, OBC, WOBC, OCS, ROTC, and USMA) will not wear the beret.  They will wear the patrol cap with utility uniforms, and the garrison cap or the service hat/cap with Class A and B uniforms.  When these soldiers report to their follow-on duty assignment, they will receive their beret.

Soldiers attending career progression schools, such as PLDC, BNCOC, ANCOC, OAC, CGSC, etc., will wear the beret.  In schools that have a mixture of initial training and permanent party students, such as in MOS schools, the local commander will determine wear of the beret during the course.

The beret is not a clothing bag item; it is a retainable, non-recoverable organizational-issue item.  Therefore, soldiers will not return the beret to CIF when they PCS/ETS.


Are spandex shorts authorized for wear with the IPFU? Are there any restrictions on wearing the IPFU items together? Can I wear the long-sleeved t-shirt or jacket with the shorts, or the short-sleeved t-shirt with the long pants? 
Gray or black spandex shorts are authorized with the IPFU, as an optional item. There are no restrictions on the combination of IPFU items, unless the commander has prescribed a particular uniform for formations. The various IPFU items allow for comfort in a variety of temperatures/conditions. 


Where do I wear the Physical Fitness Badge on the IPFU? 

On the short and long-sleeved t-shirts, wear the badge in the same place as on the PFU t-shirt: on the upper left front side. On the jacket, center the badge 1/2 inch above the word "Army." 


What is the wearout date for the old "wooly pully" sweater? 

There is no established wearout date. The old style 100 percent wool sweater is still authorized for wear. It is considered an optional sweater for those soldiers who prefer wool.


Can I wear sew-on insignia on the desert BDU (DBDU)? 

Soldiers may wear either pin-on or sew-on rank, branch insignia, and subdued badges on the desert BDU. If soldiers wear sew-on insignia, they will bear all costs associated with the application and removal of the insignia. This includes any damage to the organizational DBDU. All optional insignia must be removed from the DBDU prior to returning the garment to organizational stock.


I have 10 Army Achievement Medals. How do I display the 10th award? 
To display the 10th award, soldiers wear a second ribbon, placing it after the first ribbon; the second ribbon counts as one award. Soldiers may wear no more than four oak leaf clusters on each ribbon. If the receipt of future awards reduces the number of oak leaf clusters sufficiently (that is, a silver oak leaf for five awards), soldiers will remove the second ribbon and place the appropriate number of devices on a single ribbon. 


What is the ECWCS Parka? Is it mandatory for soldiers to wear the nametape on the parka? How do I wear the nametape and the rank on the parka? How do I wear rank insignia with the Combat Leaders Identification on the parka? 
The Extended Cold Weather Clothing System (ECWCS) Parka is better known as the Gortex Parka. This is an organizational issue item and is not issued as a clothing bag item. Soldiers who wear the Gortex Parka are required to wear the nametape on the pocket flap of the left sleeve. Nametapes will be 3-1/2 inches long and ½ inch wide, with ¼ inch block lettering. They are sewn ¼ inch above the bottom of the pocket flap, and centered left to right. If soldiers have a different size nametape on the parka, they have until 1 Oct 2000 to replace it with the new size. Soldiers may wear pin-on insignia of rank or a cloth loop insignia of rank, over the front tab of the parka. The cloth rank must be sewn closed; Velcro-fastened cloth rank is no longer authorized. If soldiers wear the Combat Leaders Identification (CLI) on the parka, they may use pin-on rank, or they may sew rank insignia (the same as is used on the collar of the BDU) onto the CLI. 


Are soldiers required to wear the Regimental Distinctive Insignia (RDI) and the Distinctive Unit Insignia (DUI) on Army uniforms? 

Yes. Soldiers wear the RDI on the Army Service Green, Army Service Dress, Blue, White, Army Maternity, Dress and Mess uniforms, and on the AG 415 shirt. If soldiers are authorized the DUI they wear it on the garrison cap, the Army Service Dress uniform, and the black pullover sweater. If soldiers are not authorized the DUI, they will wear the RDI on the pullover sweater. (Army Regulation 670-1, paragraph 27-21.)


Can soldiers wear beepers or pagers on the uniform? 

Soldiers may wear beepers or pagers only in the performance of official duties. Wear of pagers for any other reason is left up to the discretion of the commander. If a beepers or pagers are worn, soldiers should place them in an inconspicuous place on the uniform, such as the waistband of the slacks near a pocket, or inside a pocket. Cell phones are not authorized for wear on the uniform.


Are the Green Jungle boots still authorized for wear?  Who can wear tanker boots? 

Yes. Green Jungle Boots remain authorized as optional footwear until no longer serviceable. However, they are no longer available for purchase in Army Military Clothing Sales Store. (Ref:  Army Regulation 670-1, Paragraph 26-4d and DAPE-HR-S, Message 121319Z April 1993, Subject: Boots).  All personnel are authorized to wear tanker boots, unless restricted by the commander. Also, the commander may require soldiers wear standard issue boots in formation.


Are Hi-Tech and Corcoran Marauder boots authorized for wear? If not, what is the rule for optional boots? 

No; these are not acceptable optional boots. Paragraph 26-4d, AR 670-1, states optional boots must be black boots of a similar commercial design, with a plain or capped toe. Optional boots, to include jungle boots, are authorized for wear in lieu of the standard black combat boot. This means soldiers have two options to the issue boot: a boot of similar design to the issue black combat boot, or the approved Army jungle boot not a similar design jungle boot. Optional boots are not authorized for wear in formation when uniformity in appearance is required.


Are soldiers authorized to wear "camel packs"?
Commanders may authorize soldiers to use a camouflage personal hydration system only in the following situations: in field environments; in high heat areas; or on work details. Soldiers will not wear the systems in a garrison environment, unless authorized to do so by the commander for one of the situations listed above. Soldiers will not let the drinking tube hang from their mouths when the system is not in use. This information is being incorporated into the revision of AR 670-1.


The possession date was extended to 1 October 2003 for females to have the new shade of the class A uniform. Why was the date extended? Does this mean the possession date was extended for the AG 415 green blouse? 

The possession date was extended because not all Army Military Clothing Sales Stores (AMCSS) had the new style skirt (with kick pleat) and the new style slacks (with belt loops). The AG 415 shirt (with princess pleats), in the overblouse and tuck-in styles, is available in the AMCSS; therefore the possession date of 1 October 1999 for females to have two short-sleeved and one long-sleeved AG 415 tuck-in shirt remains firm. The overblouse is an optional purchase item. Shirts in the old style (without princess pleats), are no longer authorized for wear.


Is the old style dress blue jacket for females still authorized for wear? How do I wear my insignia if I have the new style female blues jacket? 

The old style blue jacket, produced prior to August 1992, is still authorized for wear. Insignia on that jacket is worn as described in AR 670-1 (one branch, one U.S.). For the new style blue jacket, produced after August 1992, soldiers will wear their insignia in the same manner as they do on the class A jacket.


I just opened the electronic version of AR 670-1 and there is a disclaimer that says change 1 was rescinded and that all electronic messages published since 1992 are still in effect. What does this mean? 
In May, the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel (ODCSPER) published change 1 to AR 670-1, which concerned para 28-12a only, pertaining to wear of the 10th award. When an electronic change is posted, the issue date of the change becomes the date of the regulation, so the date of AR 670-1 changed from 1 Sep 92 to 22 May 00. As a result, soldiers who accessed the regulation on-line thought it was a new regulation, when actually it was a reprint with change 1. 

The confusion became so great that the DCSPER decided to pull change 1 off the web and return the regulation to its 1992 form. To do this, we had to rescind change 1. However, the information on wear of the 10th award is still valid, and is discussed further down on this page. Additionally, wear of the 10th award was incorporated into the revision, which is ongoing. 

Bottom line: AR 670-1 is in its 1992 form and all uniform messages published since 1992 are still valid. Publication of the revision to AR 670-1 is projected for spring/summer 2001. 

